
Using ChatGPT as a Genealogy 

Research Assistant
A practical demonstration 



 Brief introduction to ChatGPT and AI (in plain language)

 Two ways to use ChatGPT for genealogy: Custom GPT and 
Project

 Walk through a Custom GPT demo: Bowling family 
example

 Walk through a Project demo: Draime family example

 Discuss pros, cons, and tips for safe, effective use

Today’s Plan



 An online “smart assistant” you talk to in plain English

 Can read and summarize text you provide (PDFs, 
notes, GEDCOM exports, etc.)

 Can help think through genealogical problems and 
suggest next steps

 Very fast and helpful — but not perfect, and can make 
mistakes

 You are still the genealogist and final decision-maker

What Is ChatGPT?



ChatGPT Screen no side bar

Opening Screen 

https://chatgpt.com

Open Sidebar
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 Quick summaries of long documents or manuscripts

 Create family group sheets, timelines, and research 
plans

 Compare information from multiple sources for 
agreement and conflict

 Draft research checklists and research tasks

 Translate and transcribe difficult handwriting or 
foreign-language records

Why Use ChatGPT for Genealogy?



 1. Custom GPT – a personalized genealogy assistant 
you design

 2. Project – a workspace where chats and files stay 
together

 You can use either one alone, or both for different 
purposes

 In this demo we will try both and compare the 
experience

Two Main Options in ChatGPT



 A tailored version of ChatGPT with your own 
instructions and examples

 You give it a name, e.g. “Genealogist Assistant”

 You describe how it should behave (tone, format, level 
of detail)

 You can upload “knowledge” files that it treats as 
reference sources

Custom GPT: What Is It?



Instruction example:
“You are my genealogical research assistant. Always start with the 

project documents, then use trusted online records for extra 
evidence.”

Ask it to:
• Use full names, full dates, and full place names

• Present answers in genealogical forms (family group sheets, 
ahnentafels, timelines)

• Always state sources and distinguish project documents from online 
sources

Custom GPT Setup: “Genealogist Assistant”



Goal: compare my Bowling sources for consistency

Sources:
• Thomas Bowling – His Forefathers of Maryland; His Descendants of Nelson County, 

Kentucky

• Ahnentafel of Bowlings

• Ancestors Summary – Bowling

Task to the AI:
“Compare names and dates in the Thomas Bowling document with the Ahnentafel and 

Ancestor Summary. List agreements and differences, including page numbers.”

Custom GPT Demo: 
Bowling Comparison Task



 Example conflict identified by the AI:

 • Ancestors Summary – Hilary “Hil” Bowling: marriage 
2 Jan 1876 at St. Ann’s Catholic Church

 • Thomas Bowling manuscript: marriage 2 Jan 1877 at 
St. Ann’s Catholic Church

 AI’s evaluation:

 • Civil/church record for 2 Jan 1876 appears stronger 
than the later manuscript date

 • Keep 2 Jan 1876 as preferred, note the manuscript’s 
1877 date as a discrepancy

 • Flag the conflict in your genealogy software

Custom GPT Sample Result: 
Hilary & Rose’s Marriage



 Pros:

 Easy to reuse – just open the same GPT each time

 Consistent behavior and formatting for genealogy tasks

 Good for routine work: summaries, group sheets, timelines, 
comparisons

 Cons:

 Custom GPTs only available in the paid version.

 You must upload knowledge files into the GPT itself

 Chats show up in Your Chats – rename them so you 
remember they belong to this GPT

Custom GPT: Pros and Cons



 A Project is a dedicated workspace inside ChatGPT

 You can:

➢     Upload multiple files (PDFs, word docs, etc.)

➢     Keep all related chats under the same project

➢     Add project-specific instructions to all chats inside

    Ideal for big family lines or “brick-wall” research

Project: What Is It?



 Create a new Project and upload key files, for example:

 • Ahnentafel of Bowlings, Ballards, Willmotts, Draimes

 • Individual/Ancestor summaries for the four families

 Add project instructions (same as Custom GPT):

 • Always check project documents first

 • Then consult trusted online records when needed

 • Use genealogical formats and clear citations

Project Setup: “Genealogist Assistance”



 “Using ‘Ancestors of Ida Draime’ and the ‘summaries 
of each Draime’ verify names, relationships, and key 
dates (birth, marriage, death).”

 • If either document already has primary proof 
(certificate, civil registration, etc.), report that and do 
not search further for that entry.

 • Otherwise, use online records (Ancestry, 
FamilySearch, etc.) to confirm or refine the data.

 • Work through the list person by person.

Project Demo: Draime Verification Task



 The request was refined to:

 • Verify full name, birth, marriage, death for each 
person in the Draime summary

 • Confirm parents, spouses, and key children when 
possible

 • Note and cite any primary evidence found in the 
project files

 • Use external records only when necessary, and cite 
them clearly

 Result: ChatGPT produced a detailed, multi-page 
review for each person in the line

Project : Refined Request & Processing



Project Results

Research and verify genealogical information for individuals listed 
in the file Ancestors Summary – I. Draime.

ChatGPT: If you’d like, I can next:
Map this into a research checklist person-by-person (with specific record sets)
If you’d like, I can turn this into:
a set of RootsMagic research tasks 



 Example: Jean Baptiste “John” Draime (1843–1922)

 AI created a checklist to:

 • Obtain and cite an Ohio death record (1922)

 • Confirm burial location and headstone inscription

 • Locate marriage record to Mary Ann Fierstos (civil 
and parish)

 • Search Catholic parish registers for his baptism 
around 1843

Project Demo: Checklists and 
RootsMagic Tasks



 Pros:

 • Keeps files and chats together for one research problem

 • Great for larger, multi-step tasks and long-term work

 • Easy to revisit and continue where you left off

 • Projects are available on the free version

 Cons:

 • Slightly more setup and navigation than a simple GPT

 • Currently cannot “attach” a Custom GPT directly to a Project

 • Remember to start new chats from inside the Project

Project: Pros and Cons



 Use a Custom GPT when:
 • You want a reusable “genealogy helper” with consistent 

behavior
 • You’re doing many small to medium tasks across different 

families

 Use a Project when:
 • You’re working on a big, focused problem (e.g., one 

surname or brick wall)
 • You need many files and many chats that all belong 

together
 You can comfortably use both: Custom GPT for routine 

work, Project for deep dives.

When to Use Custom GPT vs Project



 AI is a powerful assistant, but it can be confidently 
wrong – always verify.

 Treat AI output like a research hint, not proof.

 Ask it to explain conflicts and label hypotheses vs. 
proven facts.

 Ask for original records and image.

 Document what came from AI vs. what came from 
traditional sources.

 Use AI to save time on reading, organizing, and 
planning – not to replace careful analysis.

Tips and Cautions for Using AI in 
Genealogy



 What parts of this workflow might help your own 
research?

 Are there tasks you would like to try with ChatGPT on 
your own families?

 What concerns do you have about accuracy, privacy, or 
complexity?

 Thank you for listening!

Questions and Discussion

Presenter: D. Bowling
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